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... seeing through the media you view




Marcel Cohen




Aaron Paul Cohen

 The following slides have
details about Aaron Paul
Cohen, Marcel’s Brother
who recently passed
away.
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FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS WITH COMPLEX DISABILITIES
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is what happens when Martin gets fired of sending mass emails
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Aaron Paul Cohen ads by Google

Toronto Coupons

1 ridiculously huge
coupon a day. It's like
doing Toronto at 90%
cnff'

Richmond Hill
Dentist
Family,Cosmetic &
Implant Dentistry
Welcoming New
PatlentS - TS Dental

Toronto Area Dentist
From Cleanings &

Check Ups To
T[IU Tulle Advanced Procedures.
P o] 0007635 @ S + Call Today!

Marcel Cohen discusses the remarkable achievements of his brother Aaron who passed away
in December of 2010.

http://www.martincwiner.com/aaron-paul-cohen/
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Marcel Cohen - YONA Talent -

 The following slides have #‘ '

details of Marcel’s Work

with YONA Talent




The Canadian
Jewish news

YONA unites Jews, Muslims

By SHERI SHEFA, Staff Reporter
Thursday, 30 April 2009
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Using Music to Resolve Sour
Notes of Campus Discord

Morcel Coben s shy and soft
voce s the lome sownd copable
of dromming owt the cocophony of
racial imtolerance on univeralty
CUmPMNCA

MARTIN C. WINER

hen | fiest met Marcel
Cohenbebad a mantra
of usang musaC and the arts o
promate peace in the Middle Fass.
Whale biis doe-cyod optimisen was
admirable and occasionally infec-
tows, | looked at e ¢ymacally.
Middie East peace, affer all, ks one
ofthe grest unsolvable problems,
the parvicw of statesnsen and long
megotiated treatics. | was ofien
temptad to offer Marcel a patormal
pat on the head, subconscionsly
saying, “Cute kid, you go ahcad
and try.”
It was ondy a few short years
Later, indeed jum recontly, that

pews trickled in about Marcel’s
new organczation YONA (Your
Owatreach Network Tor the Ans)
and the sucocss it had achicved
in bringing harmony, both
musical and social, to racially
divided universaly campases.
With an increasing appetite for
moee news of Marcel’s sisccess,
1 was Bappily forced 1o ext those
doubting woeds | had uttered
under my breath

“The opportunity exists
not only to import
Middle Eastern music in
the cause of peace, but
JSurther to manufacture
Jewish-Muslim peace
externally and export
it back™

In sy defonse, at fing glance
Marcel Cohen, by his own
admissson, s amthing but what

Let me tell you a story "

ALVIN ABRAM
Storyteller

Available for speaking engagements
for audiences of all ages

who appreciate a good story

00s Would picte 25 3 Community
keader.  Shy, chucally bumble,
and soft spoken, he stands & stuk
contrast to what we have come
80 expoct of an “alpba make.™ yet
refreshingly so. Over the course
of owr discussion it occured o
me that Marce] possesses a cenain
goological power — a guikt yot
detormingd exartion of pressuee
over time, which eventmally yet
mevitably will rasse mountains aex)
aler the landscape anound him

In his university days, he
moticed that student cultural
programs designed by both
Palestinian and Tsrach proups
oaly managed to fan the flames
of imolerance. He found that
“poople were talking 2t cach other
wmslead of o0 cach other.,™ He
continmed: “Jews and Muskimas
are quite similar in culture,
espocally intheir music and food
Ibey are Quite curious about
ome anocher but they need a safe
modium, such asthe arts, inwhich
to explose their similaritics.”

When be heard of the recent
upswing in rackal discord at
Concordia and York Universiny
he felt supeemely powerbess
But just then, an Isracli spiritual
band was booking 1o start a Nocth
American tour. The Concondia
conflagration was at its worst;
Marcel knew exactly where their
first show would be beld.

Fhat how was one of many to
follow that s Jews and Musdims

Marce! Colien speaking to students about the potential for peoce

was shown 1o be correct: students
could find commonality in mesic
and the ants when they could
not be wted by an excharge of
words. Subsequent concerts wene
held 2 York Universaty and s the
Univensity of Toroeto, Ratusing
Neshama Carlebach, a fanous
Jewinh sperind ey, Marce!
noted that in such comcerts “the
opporumity exists not oaly o
mport Maddle Eastern munsc ia
the caurse of peace, but further
to manufacture Jewish-Muoslim
peace extermally and expont it
back.”™

At the end of one concern,
Marcel was invited to of¥er some
parting words

“1 am a Special Education
Tutor in the Hebrew School
System. As such, every day |
weach the Hebeow alphabet whach
begins with the letser “aleph®, If
you change one vowel, you get
“cleph’ which mcans 1,000, and
i you change a vowel again, you

I"ve put together this comcent
sach that Jews and Musdines can
begn 10 cat and sing together, It
s my hope that this will speead
o a thousand other campuses
and become the chicl way that
Mushms and Jows mteract.”™
Marcel had come up with
the perfoct antidote 1o hate and
dissension: hamility in the face
of ogo, persistonce in the face of
Cynicium, and creative communal
expression mstead of progracted
and coumterproductive debate

Moartin C, Winer i o frovlanxe
wrstey in Tovceso. 1 e ergony writing
artacies abowt socal actiom. Mory
dotatls con Ne fosnnd on his Nog
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JEWISH TRIBUNE

The Trusted Voice of the Canadian Jewish Community

February 17, 2005— 8 Adar, 5765

YONA using music to promote Israel on campus

By Daris Strub Epstein
Tribune Correspondent

Israel has been losing the PR battle at universities. Major universities talk about divesting in companies that suj
fear and intimidation on campus, and university administrators, professors and student groups support and symp

A conference likening Israel to apartheid South Africa was recently held on U of T premises. A Stop the Wall
campuses worldwide, which compares Israel to the former Soviet Union.

So what to do?
Marcel Cohen has an answer - use the arts to promote Israel on campus.

"The arts are effective because they have a powerful way of affecting people in a visceral way that no speech
apolitical, and therefore, how can the Arabs confront a non-confrontational program? It takes the wind out of
and walk away frustrated.”

Cohen who has a degree in arts administration, calls himself a "cultural activist.” He believes if we combine
Israel’s culture "they cannot win and we cannot lose.”

He cites the example of the recent concert of the Israeli band Shemesh Ve Kochavim at Concordia University, wh

"When the Jews and non-Jews got up to dance, the head of the Palestinian Student’s Association — the man w
when Benjamin Netanyhu came to speak - attended the concert to spy on us, Cohen said. "When he saw the ou
he got up and left.”

He had come for a fight and walked away frustrated. And that's why this method is so powerful,” he continued.
it. And they can't compete with our cultural programs. We can overwhelm them with positive and accurate cu
since culture is what universities are supposed to promote, there can be no legitimate opposition to booking thes

Chamach Ve Kerhovim ic =z Toraali secl Aarcon whe ales cinme and talle inepivaticnzal and oriritiizsl otmrice o



YONA Event at York University







YONA (Your Outreach Network of the Arts)
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MARTIN C. WINER

Wrm: I first met Marcel
Coben be had amantra
o usimg masec and the ans o
promote peace n the Middie Fas
While his doc-cyed optiniaum was
admirable and occassonally infec-
thowss, | looked at hem cynacally
M
ofthe

the purvicw of statcumen and bong

East peace, afler all, isone

reat unsolvable problems

nepotiated treatics. | was often
tempted to offer Marcel a paternal
pat on the head, subcomgiously
saving. “Cute kid, you go abead
and try

ltwasonly a few short years

laser, mdood just recemtly, tha

news trickled in about Marcel's
pow onganization YONA ( Your
Outreach Network for the Arts)
and the sacoess it had achicved
in bringing harmony, both
musical and socwal, 1o racially
divided university campuses
With an increasing appetite for
more nows of Marcel™s suocess,
I was happily forcod to cat those
doubting words | had wtterod
under my breath

“The opportunity exists
not only to import
Middle Eastern music in
the cause of peace, bur
Surther to manufacture
Jewish-Muslim peace
externally and export
it back™

In my defomse, at first glance
Marcel Coben, by his own
admassion, s amything but whet

Let me tell you a story
ALVIN ABRAM

one would pecture as a Community
eader.  Shy, chmically humble
and soft spokien, he stands a ark

contrast 10 whae we have come
10 expect of an “alpha male.”™ yet
refreshingly so. Over the course
of our discussson 1 ooowmed (o
me that Maroe! possesses 8 cortair
goodogical power A guct yet
determingd exertion of pressure
over time, which eventually yet
e itabdy woll Faese mountams. and
alter the landscape around him
In his university days, he
noticod that student cultura
programs designed by botl
Palestimian and Israch groups
only managod to fan the flames
of imolerance. e found that
“poople were talking at cach other
nstead of o each other™ He
continued: “Jews and Mushims
arc quite similar in culture
especially in thewr music and food
Ihey are quite cunous about
one another but they need a sale
modium, such as the ants, in which
10 explore their similanitics.”
Wihen be heard of the recent
upswing m racil discord ot
Concordia and York University
he feh supremely powerbess
Dut just then, an Ivracli spiritual
band was looking 10 start a Nortl

Marcel Cohen speaking so students about the potential for peace

was shown 10 be correct: students
could find commonalsty m mus
and the arts when they could
mot be united by an exchange of
words. Subsoguont conoerts were
held 2t York University and at the
University of Toronto, featuring
Neshama Carlebuch, a famous
Jewish spirinual simper  Marcel
noted that in such concons “the
Opportanity exists not oaly o
mport Maddle Eastorn mssic
the cane of peace, but further
10 mamfacture Jowish - Muslim
peace oxtemally and cxpont
back.

AL the end of one comgen
Marcel was imvited 10 offer some
parting words

“1 am a Special Education
in the Hebrew Schoel

lwtos

I've put topether this concent
such that Jews and Mushms can
begm 1o cat and sang together. It
s my hope that this will spread
1o a thousand other Campuscs
and become the chief way that
Mushumns and Jews mteract”
Marcel had come up with
the perfect antidote 1o hate and
dissonsion: humility in the face
of ego, persistence in the face of
Cymucism, and creati ve Comemunal
expression imstead of prosracted
and coumtorproductive debate

http://www.yonatalent.com/

Using Music to Resolve Sour Notes of Campus Discord — Martin C. Winer




